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Minutes of Meeting of Board of Directors 


December 4, 1937 


MEETING OF the Board of Directors of 
A. Sierra Club was held at the club 
room, 1050 Mills Tower, San Francisco, 
California, on Saturday, December 4, 1937, 
from 10:00 A. M. to 1:00 Pp. M. and from 2:00 
P, M, to §:30 Pp. M. Present: Directors Adams, 
Bernays, Clark, Colby, Dawson, Farquhar, 
Hildebrand, Huber, McDuffie, Parsons, Price, 
Robinson, Starr, Tappaan. Absent: Director 
LeConte. There were also present by invita- 
tion during portions of the meeting Robert 
J. Schonborn, Richard G. Johnson, Bertram 
A. Gage, chairmen of the Southern Cali- 
fornia, San Francisco Bay, and Loma Prieta 
chapters, respectively; Arthur H. Blake, 
chairman of the Mountain Records Commit- 
tee; Richard M. Leonard, chairman of the 
Outing Committee; William J. Murray, 
Louis N. Rice. President Hildebrand called 
the meeting to order. The minutes of the 
last meeting of the Board, held May 1, 1937, 
were approved as published in the June, 
1937, Sierra Ctus BuLietin. Professor 
LeConte had written from Carmel, advising 
that he would be unable to attend the meet- 
ing, and he was excused. 

Mr. Colby reported an increase in mem- 
bership, the number of members on Decem- 


ber 1, 1937, being as follows: Southern Cali- 
fornia Chapter, 1,034; San Francisco Bay 
Chapter, 1,540; Loma Prieta Chapter, 168; 
Riverside Chapter, 57; general, 221; total, 
3,020. 

A written report on the Southern Cali- 
fornia Chapter, submitted by Mr. Schonborn, 
was read, accepted and placed on file. 

Prior to the meeting, copies of written re- 
ports on the San Francisco Bay Chapter, sub- 
mitted by Mr. Johnson, and reports submitted 
by both the former chairman and the newly 
elected chairman of the Riverside Chapter, 
A. J. Twogood and Richard M. Esgate, re- 
spectively, were mailed to the directors; 
these reports were accepted and placed on 
file. Mr. Gage regretted that due to illness he 
had been unable to prepare a written report. 

Copies of a written report on the 1937 
Sierra Club outing to Glacier National Park 
and Canada and an outline of plans for 1938, 
submitted by Mr. Leonard, were mailed to 
the directors prior to the meeting. This re- 
port was accepted and placed on file. Mr. 
Colby stated that he was greatly impressed by 
the splendid way in which the Outing Com- 
mittee had handled its first outing, a difficult 
outing outside the state, and also by the bal- 
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ance shown which he considered was due to 
the persistent work of the members of the 
committee in making the preijiminary ar- 
rangements for the trip; that he could not 
speak too highly of the way the outing was 
conducted, and that the Outing Committee 
was entitled to a vote of thanks for the out- 
standing work it had accomplished in running 
this first outing. The directors thereupon gave 
a unanimous vote of thanks to the members of 
the Outing Committee for their management 
of the 1937 Sierra Club outing. 

Copies of a written report prepared by 
Mr. Starr on the work of the High Sierra 
Trails Committee were mailed to the direc- 
tors in advance of the meeting. This report 
was accepted and placed on file. 

A written report on the work of the Moun- 
tain Records Committee submitted by Mr. 
Blake was read, accepted and placed on file. 
The directors approved the plan to place a 
book-type register on Round Top, and the 
proposal to name a peak in the Sierra “Peter 
Peak” in memory of Peter Grubb. 

A letter from Oliver Kehrlein reporting 
on the work of the Glacier Study Committee 
was read and his request for an allotment of 
$10 to cover the cost of photographs to be 
attached to his 1938 annual report to the 
Geophysical Union was granted. 

Mr. Lewis Clark presented a financial re- 
port on the operations of the Clair Tappaan 
Lodge for the period July 1, 1936, to June 
30, 1937, which was accepted and placed on 
file. The chief improvement made at the 
lodge during the past summer was the instal- 
lation of the new water system with an ade- 
quate supply of water. Generous contribu- 
tions made by members were used for this 
purpose as well as money raised by the com- 


mittee. The lodge is now in operation for 





the 1937-38 skiing season. He reported , 
successful summer at Shasta Alpine Lodge 
where William B. Cooke was again the cus 
todian, and at Parsons Memorial Lodge on 
the Soda Springs property in Tuolumn. 
Meadows, where Albert G. Duhme was again 
in charge and where, under Mr. Duhme’ 
supervision, some improvements were made 
during the summer, the most important of 
which was the building of a storage cabin 
which will be of benefit to members camping 
on the property. The Sierra Club Properties 
at both Mount Shasta and Tuolumne Mex 
dows were used more extensively than ever 
during the past season. F. C. Holman served 
again as custodian of the LeConte Memorial 
Lodge in Yosemite Valley. 

A written report submitted by Mr. Robin- 
son on the work of the Winter Sports Com- 
mittee was read, accepted and placed on file, 
Mention was made of the Peter Grubb 
Memorial Hut and the completion of the 
White Rock Lake Ski Hut (see S. C. B, Oc- 
tober, 1937), and of progress in plans for 
the Mount San Gorgonio Ski Hut; develop- 
ment of ski routes, and the establishment of 
a ski mountaineers test. 

Dr. Hildebrand told of the trip into the 
Kings River region which he and Mr. Starr 
had taken in the summer as the guests of the 
Forest Service, also of the resulting request 
from Mr. Robert Marshall, Chief of the 
Division of Recreation and Lands of the 
U. S. Forest Service, that the Sierra Club 
make recommendations for the recreational 
use of the High Sierra, and of the formation 
of a special Sierra Club committee to study 
this question and draw up a report. (See 
S. C. B. October, 1937.) The following are 
the members of this committee: Walter A. 
Starr (chairman), Norman B. Livermore, jr. 
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(secretary), Arthur H. Blake, D. R. Brothers, 
Joel H. Hildebrand, Walter L. Huber, 
Richard M. Leonard, Ralph J. Reed, Bestor 
Robinson. Mr. Starr thereupon gave a gen- 
eral outline of the report. The suggestion 
that the San Gorgonio area be added to the 
region to be studied was accepted by the 
committee. A motion was passed that the sub- 
stance of the report be approved by the 
Board, and that the committee be requested 
and authorized to make such changes in detail 
as it may deem advisable, and transmit the 
report in final form to Regional Forester S. B. 
Show, in San Francisco, and to Mr. Marshall, 
at Washington, D. C. 

It was resolved that the Sierra Club invite 
the attention of the automobile associations 
and the oil companies that issue road maps of 
California to the desirability of reviewing 
the indications of roads, and especially pro- 
posed roads, in the mountain regions, and 
that it offer its services in this connection. 
Especial reference is made to the indication 
on certain maps of a proposed road over 
Kearsarge Pass, which is not included in any 


state or federal construction program. 


A motion was passed that the Sierra Club 
go on record in recommending the substitu- 
tion of the Bass Lake-Mammoth Pass route 
for a road across the Sierra in lieu of the 
proposed Porterville-Lone Pine route. 


A report of a special committee making a 
study of the financial responsibility of the 
Club for the lodges, outings, and various ac- 
tivities of the Club and the chapters, and a 
letter of transmittal from its chairman, Her- 
bert L. Breed, were read, accepted and placed 
on file. The report suggested the study of a 
possible corporate reorganization of the 
Sierra Club, A motion was passed that this 
suggestion be referred back to the committee 


for further study and definite recommenda- 
tions, to be submitted to the Executive Com- 
mittee and with the assistance of the Execu- 
tive Committee put in final shape for action 
at the May meeting. 

A motion was passed (Mr. McDuffie not 
voting) that the Old Village in Yosemite 
Valley be abandoned and all buildings, in 
view of their condition, be removed, pro- 
vided it be decided that a// activities cease at 
the Old Village site and the site permitted 
to revert to its native condition; on the other 
hand, in the event any buildings are main- 
tained on the site or in the event of any new 
construction on the site, that Oak and Cedar 
cottages be preserved as buildings possessing 
some historical significance. 

A motion was passed approving Col. John 
R. White’s idea for a plaque at Redwood 
Meadow to commemorate the purchase of the 
meadow by Stephen T. Mather and others as 
an addition to Sequoia National Park; a sum 
not exceeding $50 was voted toward the cost 
of the plaque. Mr. Farquhar and Mr. Colby 
were requested by the directors to make sug- 
gestions as to the inscription. 

A motion was passed that the Secretary 
write to the Regional Director of the Na- 
tional Park Service and recommend that an 
additional allotment for patrol of the high 
country areas be made. 

Mr. M. Hall McAllister’s proposal re- 
garding a possible road to Horse Camp on 
Mount Shasta was held for further study 
prior to the May meeting. 

Two communications from Mr. C. C. 
Clarke, president of the Pacific Crest Trail 
System Conference, were read, one addressed 
to the Board of Directors, outlining a pro- 
posal to have certain awards given by the 
Rotary Club for trail travel and mountain 
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climbing, the other addressed to President 
Hildebrand, requesting that the Sierra Club 
appoint a successor to Mr. Starr who recently 
resigned as chairman of the California Dis- 
trict Committee of the Pacific Crest Trail 
System Conference. The following resolu- 


tions were adopted: 


Wuereas, the Federation of Western Out- 
door Clubs represents the overwhelming ma- 
jority of mountaineering and similar organ- 
izations in the Pacific Coast states, and is ac- 
cordingly the logical organization for such 
joint action as may be necessary in matters of 


common interest to such groups; and 


Wuereas, the existence of the Pacific 
Crest Trail System Conference constitutes 
duplication of the proper functions of such 
Federation of Western Outdoor Clubs; 


Now, THEREFORE, BE 1T REsoLven, that 
the Sierra Club does hereby withdraw from 
further participation in said Pacific Crest 
Trail System Conference. 


Be 1r FurTHER REso.vep, that a copy of 
this resolution be forwarded to the chairman 
of the Pacific Crest Trail System Confer- 
ence, and to the president of the Federation 
of Western Outdoor Clubs, and to each of 
the member groups therein, and to the re- 
gional offices of the United States Forest Ser- 
vice and the National Park Service. 


WueEreEas, it has been brought to the at- 
tention of the Sierra Club that medals and 
prizes of various types are being offered for 
the completion of certain types and distances 
of hikes on the mountain trails of the Pacific 
Coast, and also for the climbing of various 


mountain peaks; and 


Wuenreas, the indiscriminate awarding of 
medals and prizes for the climbing of peaks 


encourages the attempt of difficult ascents by 
persons who are unacquainted with the tech. 
nique of safety necessary for such climbing, 
thus resulting in death and serious accident; 
and 


Wuereas, such deaths and accidents jp. 
variably result in the creation of public opin. 
ion against mountaineering and thereby de. 
feat the very purpose for which such medal 
and prizes are awarded; and 


WHEREAS, mountaineering groups in cases 
where such awards are granted have done » 
subject to rigid restrictions resulting in the 
maintenance of safety standards which such 
types of organizations alone are able to com- 
petently administer; 


Now, THEREFoRE, Be rr Resotven, that 
the Sierra Club request that no medals or 
prizes be awarded for the ascent of peaks, 
except under the supervision of a recognized 
mountaineering organization. 


Be rr FurTuer REsotven, that this reso- 
lution has no application to the awarding of 
medals and prizes for hiking and other ac 


tivities not involving mountaineering hazards 


Be rr Furtuer ReEsotven, that a copy of 
this resolution be sent to the District Head- 
quarters of the Rotary Club with a letter of 
explanation. 


A letter to Mr. Colby from Mrs. Linnie 
Marsh Wolfe was read, calling attention to 
the centenary of the birth of John Mair 
which will occur on April 21, 1938, and to 
the forthcoming publication by Houghton 
Mifflin Co. of hitherto unpublished journals 
of John Muir. A motion was passed that 4 
committee consisting of Mrs. Parsons, Mr. 


Colby, Dr. Hildebrand, and Mr. Schonbom 
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and Mr. Johnson, chairmen of the Southern 
California and San Francisco Bay chapters, 
respectively, be appointed to take general 
charge of suitable celebrations of this event 
in the spring, with power to appoint sub- 
committees in the various chapters. It was felt 
desirable that the Sierra Club again sponsor 
the Pilgrimage to the grave of John Muir at 
the Alhambra Valley Ranch, and Mr. John- 
son was requested to have this included in the 
next schedule of the San Francisco Bay Chap- 
ter on the Sunday nearest to April 21. It was 
suggested that the Southern California Chap- 
ter have an appropriate commemoration on 
the same day at Muir Lodge. 

A motion was passed authorizing the chap- 
ters to issue identification cards to members 
of the families of Club members to suit local 
needs. 

A letter from Mr. Louis N. Rice was read, 
relating to the possibility of a gift of land 
in the Lake Tahoe region offered to the Sierra 
Club by Mrs. Frances Rauer, a member of 
the Club. Mr. Rice, Mr. Robinson and Mr. 
Price were appointed members of a commit- 
tee to look into the matter and make recom- 
mendations to the Executive Committee. Mr. 
Colby was requested to write Mrs. Rauer a 
letter of appreciation. 

A letter from Mr. H. M. Severance, re- 
questing the Sierra Club investigate the pro- 
posal to transfer the United States Forest 
Service from the Department of Agriculture 
to the Department of the Interior, was laid 
on the table. 

Mr. Huber was appointed to represent the 
Sierra Club on the Federal Board of Maps 
and Surveys to take the place of Prof. J. N. 
LeConte, recently resigned. 

Mr. Huber and Mr. Starr were appointed 
a committee to confer with the State Engi- 


neer relative to having Mather Pass redesig- 
nated as part of the official route of the John 
Muir Trail. 

Dr. Hildebrand stated that he had received 
a letter from Secretary Ickes, of the Depart- 
ment of the Interior, asking him to serve on 
an advisory committee on skiing in National 
Parks; and Mr. Robinson had similarly been 
requested to serve on an advisory committee 
on hiking in National Parks. 

In recognition of the co-operation which 
the Sierra Club has received from the United 
States Forest Service during past years, Mr. 
S. B. Show, Regional Forester, was unani- 
mously elected an honorary life member of 
the Sierra Club. 

Resolutions were adopted expressing the 
regret of the Board at the passing of Judge 
Harrington Putnam, a long-time member of 
the Club, and of the Club’s honorary vice- 
presidents, Vernon Kellogg and Robert Un- 
derwood Johnson. 

In response to a request received from Miss 
Pearl Chase, a motion was passed that two 
representatives of the Sierra Club, one from 
southern California and one from northern 
California, be appointed to co-operate with 
the California Conservation Council in con- 
nection with California Conservation Week. 

Harriet T. Parsons was appointed a mem- 
ber of the Editorial Committee. 

At the May meeting the Executive Com- 
mittee, augmented by Mr. Murray, at that 
time chairman of the Southern California 
Chapter, and one other member to be desig- 
nated by him, were appointed to consider the 
financial requirements of the Southern Cali- 
fornia Chapter for the present year and next 
year. Mr. Schonborn, the new chairman of 
the Southern California Chapter, was chosen 
as the additional member of this special com- 
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mittee, and reported on the financial condi- 
tion of the chapter. A sum sufficient to take 
care of the indebtedness of the chapter on 
the furniture, namely $257.30, was appro- 
priated, to be paid during the early part of 
1938. The same committee was requested to 
consider the matter further prior to the May 
meeting. 

The Executive Committee was authorized 
to make any arrangements that may be neces- 
sary to handle the increasing clerical work 
due to the growing membership. 


The following were appointed to act as 
the Nominating Committee to select names 
to be placed on the ballot at the coming elec- 


Newly Elected Chapter 


Southern California: Robert J. Schonborn 
(chairman), E. Stanley Jones (vice-chair- 
man), Elizabeth M. Cook (secretary), Hu- 
bert J. Lansing (treasurer), John W. Banks, 
Dean Curtis, Braeme E. Gigas, Vera W. 
McLean, Luella Todd. 


San Francisco Bay: Richard G. Johnson 
(chairman), Edward O. Allen (vice-chair- 
man), Laurance E. Haseltine (secretary), E. 
Cecil Earle (treasurer), Oliver Kehrlein, 


LL , 


tion of directors of the Sierra Club: E, 4 
Mayers (chairman), Edward O. Allen, Dor. 
thy H. Huggins, Robert L. Lipman, Neill ¢. 
Wilson; Alternates, Maren Aune, William 
T. Goldsborough. 

The following were appointed judges of 
election to act in the counting of the ballos 
at the next regular election of directory: 
Helene Morgan (chairman), Ada S. Chap 
lin, Mary M. Herman, Ida E. Logan, Elk 
McElligott, Alice L. Meussdorffer, James A 
Morgan, Andrew E. Neuenburg, Catherine 
S. Tubby. 

There being no further business, the meet. 
ing was adjourned. 

Wo. E. Coxsy, Secretary, 


Executive Committees 


Doris F. Leonard, Carolyn Nelson, Paul §. 
Schagen, Charles S. Webber. 

Riverside: Richard M. Esgate (chairman), 
Eunice Reaper (vice-chairman), Fried: 
Marti (secretary), John E. Dole (treasurer), 
Forrest Keck, Harold Schmidt, Laura Stein. 

Loma Prieta: Bertram A. Gage (chair 
man), Helen W. Wunderlich (secretary), 
C. A. Davidson (treasurer), Frank B. Dv 
veneck, Esther R. Firth, Melvin H. Johnson, 
A. F. Poulter. 


A New Test, “Ski Mountaineers,” Established by the 


Winter Sports Committee 


The existing ski tests, First, Second and 
Third Class, were designed to determine 
cross-country skiing ability and nothing more. 
They do not attempt to cover those broader 
phases of winter camping, snowcraft, rescue 


work, etc., which are necessary for those per- 


sons who wish to wander far from existing 
winter sports centers and off marked ski trails. 
All those who have traveled through the 1 
moter portions of the High Sierra in winter 
have come back with glowing stories of it 
beauty and its thrills. 
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The Winter Sports Committee believes 
that a sufficiently large number of capable 
ckiers have now been developed that a know!l- 
edge of the broader phases of winter moun- 
taineering should be encouraged so as to en- 
able the High Sierra to be safely toured in 
winter by skiers thoroughly capable of coping 
with all of the conditions that may arise. To 
that end the Winter Sports Committee has 
established the test of “Ski Mountaineers.” 
The leadership in both winter trips and in 
winter sports activities will be drawn from 
those who have passed the test. 

A candidate for “Ski Mountaineers” must 
prove to the satisfaction of the judges that 
he has: 


(1) Passed the Sierra Club Third Class Ski 
Test. 


(2) Ability to use properly a topographic 
map and a compass. 


(3) Knowledge of first aid and rescue tech- 
nique, including, in addition to the 
usual first aid knowledge, the treatment 
of freezing and the construction and 
use of a two-ski rescue sled. 


~ 
— 


Knowledge of the basic principles of 
snowcraft, with special reference to 
avalanches. (Reference: “An Examina- 
tion of Snow Deposits,” by Gerald 
Seligman. British Ski Year Book 1934.) 


(5) Spent two full days ski touring during 
the winter season, with at least one over- 
night camp on snow, carrying appropri- 
ate share of total equipment during the 
entire tour. 


(6) Knowledge and demonstrated ability to 
use equipment necessary for safely un- 
dertaking a ski-touring trip of several 
days’ duration. 


(7) Completed the ascent and descent on 
skis of approximately 1,500 feet of ele- 
vation, preferably on a peak, and in- 
cluding a knowledge of proper equip- 
ment. 


Demonstrated ability on tour to cope 


(8) 


with average variety of snow conditions. 


In addition to the foregoing technical re- 
quirements, no person will be passed as a “Ski 
Mountaineer” unless he shall be a member of 
the Sierra Club, who shall have demonstrated 
his interest in the establishment and mainte- 
nance of the winter hut, trail and lodge sys- 
tem of the Club. 

Hereafter, judges will be appointed for a 
single season only and all previous appoint- 
ments are canceled. During the coming sea- 
son a form, covering judges on duty, places 
and times of tests, is to be placed on the bulle- 
tin board of the Clair Tappaan Lodge, and 
on this form candidates for tests will be ex- 
pected to enter their names. No changes are 
made in tests, except for the addition of the 
test of “Ski Mountaineers.” 


The judges appointed for the season are: 


Fourth Class Test: Caroline W. Coleman, 
Jerome Cramer, Louise Hewlett, Oliver 
Kehrlein, Richard M. Leonard, Doris F. 
Leonard, A. F. McGarr, Rolf D. Pundt, 
George A. Rudolf, Glenn L. Weber. 


Third and Fourth Class Tests: Bruce B. 
Grant, Alexander Hildebrand, Louise Hilde- 
brand, Roger Hildebrand, Harold L. Paige, 
Henry S. Parker, Jr., Walter A. Radius, 
Bestor Robinson, Elliot Sawyer, Philip H. 
von Lubken, Adrian A. Wahlander, John U. 
White. 


Second Class Test: F. E. Baldauf, Frank- 
lin J. Banker, Lewis F. Clark, Joel H. Hilde- 
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brand, Milton Hildebrand, Einar Nilsson. 


Ski Mountaineers: Lewis F. Clark, Joel H. 
Hildebrand, Richard M. Leonard, Einar 
Nilsson, Bestor Robinson. 


Application for any test may be made to 
any judge appointed for such test. 


Instruction will be given from time to 


time on Saturday evening during the wine 
season, at the Clair Tappaan Lodge, on th 
substance of the Ski Mountaineers test, 


Bestor Ropinson, Chairman of th 
Winter Sports Committee, 


Ernar Nixsson, Chairman of the 
Committee on T ests and Standands 


Railroad Transportation to Norden 


Winter sports week-end rates from Friday 
to Sunday, from the San Francisco Bay 
Region to Norden, will be in effect during 


the ski season as travel warrants. Commune 
cate with your local Southern Pacific Gam 
pany agent for dates and terms, 


Report of the Le Conte Lodge Custodian 


The usual routine of opening the lodge 
May 1 was followed, and its closing on Sep- 
tember 14 coincided with the end of the 
popular season at Camp Curry. Our experi- 
ence is that May 1 is too early, for often 
days pass in the first half of the month with- 
out a visitor. Several gifts of pictures were 
received. Mr. Ansel Hall sent us an enlarged 
photograph of one of the Cathedral Spires 
and also one of John Muir. A fine framed 
picture of Tehipite Dome, presented by Mr. 
Walter Starr, now hangs upon the wall. A 


pair of binoculars that formerly belonged 
Galen Clark was sent to us. The donor, Who 
knew Galen Clark and assisted him in Titer 
ary work, lives in southern California, The 
glasses had further history of distinetim, 
having served on a transport during te 
World War. It appears that, the commentil 
supply of glasses being exhausted, our gi 
ernment called upon the country for thela 
of suitable ones. The glasses have been pat 
the Galen Clark collection in the Mausam 











